IRENE LAUB

GALLERY

Shifting and Displaced

JOSE PEDRO CROFT
OPENING 13.03.25
14.03.25 > 10.05.25

www.irenelaubgallery.com | Rue Van Eyck 29 | 1050, Brussels, Belgium | +32 2 647 55 16



Art, at its most powerful, challenges our ways of seeing. In Shifting and Displaced, José Pedro Croft invites us to
question our habitual perceptions. His works encourage a humbler mode of attention - opening our senses and
intellect to new ways of seeing and feeling the world. Croft’s elegant artworks gently slow us down and yet keep us in
motion, involving us fully in their subtle transformations.

José Pedro Croft (b. 1957, Porto) trained as a painter at the Lisbon School of Fine Arts, but his practice also incorporates
sculpture, drawing and etching, each medium informing the others. His steps are only temporary resting points in an
ongoing process of revisiting and recreating — a never-ending search for what feels, even if only momentarily, like the
right distance from where to move forward. His work mainly explores the instability of form and questions the apparent
self-evidence of geometrical shapes. In open series of permutations and fragmentations — where construction and
deconstruction meet - Croft goes beyond static minimalism by embracing movement, paradox, and intuition.

- Pieter Boons
curator at the Middelheim Museum, Antwerp




José Pedro Croft, Untitled, 2025, Aquatint, mezzo point, dry point, 135 x 118 cm (© Daniel Malh&o)



José Pedro Croft, Untitled, 2023, Painted iron, 62 x 48,5 x 5 cm (© Daniel Malh&o)

www.irenelaubgallery.com | Rue Van Eyck 29 | 1050, Brussels, Belgium | +32 2 647 55 16



JOSE PEDRO CROFT

Born in 1957 in Porto (PT)
Lives and works in Lisbon (PT)

José Pedro Croft is one of the major figures of the renewal of Portuguese sculpture. His career, both as a sculptor and
as a draughtsman, has been characterised from its earliest stages by a painstaking constructive process that combines
a rigorous formal universe with a dynamic play on perception. His work always intertwines the visual, plastic and poetic
dimensions of the objects he creates.

José Pedro Croft’s sculptures develop complex relations with their surroundings and with their own shapes and
volumes by means of simple, almost minimalist structures. His creations combine the material nature of the object
with its formal aspect and, in some cases, the latter is strengthened by the use of industrial paint, suggesting sculpture
perceived as painting in relief. Furthermore, the artist uses mirrors and glass to play with effects of light, shadow
and reflections in order to create new volumes and an altered sense of space, eventually giving rise to a dialectical
tension between fullness and emptiness that may also be found in his works on paper. José Pedro Croft’s architectural
compositions, whether three-dimensional or flattened on paper, are always built on delicately balanced shapes and
on the dichotomy of positive and negative space which, for the Portuguese artist, “reflects the transitory nature of the
universe”.

While, in José Pedro Croft’s own words, the insterest of his practice “lies in its nuances and in the little differences, not
in any attempt to pigeonhole it within a specific line of work”, he quickly became a leading figure of the contemporary
Portuguese art scene. He was chosen to represent Portugal on the occasion of the 57th Venice Biennale, in 2017, and
his work can be found in the collections of Centre Georges Pompidou (FR), Albertina Museum (AT), Serralves Foundation
(PT), Calouste Gulbenkian Museum (PT), Luso-American Foundation (PT), Secratary of State for Culture (PT), Berardo
Museum (PT), Caixa Geral de Depdsitos (PT), Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia (ES), Fundacié La Caixa (ES),
Banco de Espafia (ES), Museu de Arte Moderna do Rio de Janeiro (BR) and Pinacoteca of the Sao Paulo state (BR) and
others.
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Et sic in infinitum, Fundagdo Arpad Szenes — Vieira
da Silva, Lisbon (PT)

Caminhos Cruzados, Museu de Arte Contemporanea
de Elvas (MACE), Rua da Cadeia, Elvas (PT)

Tense Release Stretch, cur. Gregory Lang, Irene
Laub Gallery, Brussels (BE)

1 nova, 2 nem tanto, Vera Cortés, Lisbon (PT)
Anozero — Bienal de Arte Contemporanea de
Coimbra, Convento de Santa Clara-a-Nova (PT)
Porta 14, Lisbon (PT)

Campo/contracampo, cur. Rosa Yaglez and
Circulo de Artes Plasticas de Coimbra, Fundacion
Cerezales Antonino y Cinia, Ledn (ES)

Uma Coisa /One Thing, cur. Delfim Sardo, Galeria
Municipal, Matosinhos (PT)

IANUAE, Proyecto Paralelo, Mexico (MX)

An impermanent body, Raquel Arnaud Gallery,
S&do Paulo (BR)

Espejo sobre espejo (Mirror upon mirror), La Caja
Negra Gallery, Madrid (ES)

Medida Incerta, Portuguese Representation at
the 57th Venice Biennale, cur. Jodo Pinharanda,
Venice (IT)

José Pedro Croft, Colegdo Antdnio Cachola, cur.
Del m Sardo, Espago Chiado8, Lisbon (PT)

José Pedro Croft: from one side to the other.
Sculptures, drawings and engravings from the
Serralves Collection, Museu Municipal de Faro,
Faro (PT)

Em outro lugar, mul.ti.plo Espago de Arte, Rio de
Janeiro (BR)

Fora de Sitio, Pago Imperial, Rio de Janeiro (BR)
Instalagdo, Capela do Morumbi, Sdo Paulo (BR)

Objectos imediatos, Fundagao Carmona e Costa /
Cordoaria Nacional, Lisbon (PT)
Manera negra, La Caja Negra, Madrid ES)

Ana Léon + José Pedro Croft, Carpe Diem Arte e
Pesquisa, Lisbon (PT)

Acotaciones al Vacio, Proyecto Paralelo, Mexico
City, (MX)

Tres puntos no alineados, Palexco, La Corufia (ES)

Dois Desenhos, Uma Escultura, Appleton Square,
Lisbon (PT)

Marcagdes e territdrios, cur. Bruno Marchand,
Chiado 8 - Arte Contemporéanea, Lisbon (PT)

Untitled, P28 Container project, Lisbon, (PT)
Public Sculpture for the Coruchéus Gardens,
Lisbon (PT)
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Engraving exhibition, Azores Arts Academy, Ponta
Delgada, Azores, (PT)

S4o Paulo Pinacoteca, Contemporary Art Museum
of Sdo Paulo, Sdo Paulo (BR)

José Pedro Croft, Sculpture and Engraving, cur.
Ricardo Nicolau, Centre of Portugal Pavilion,
Coimbra, (PT)

José Pedro Croft: Grabados 2006-2007, La Caja
Negra, Madrid (ES)

José Pedro Croft — Inner Landscape, Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon (PT)

S4do Paulo Pinacoteca, Contemporary Art Museum
of Sdo Paulo (BR)

José Pedro Croft — Engraving, CAM- Centro de
Arte Moderna, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation,
Lisbon (PT)

Museu de Arte Moderna Rio de Janeiro, Rio de
Janeiro (BR)

Museu de Arte da Pampulha, Belo Horizonte,
Minas Gerais (BR)

Museu de Arte Moderna Aloisio Magalhdes -
MAMAM, Recife, Pernambuco (BR)

José Pedro Croft / Engraving, La Caja Negra,
Madrid (ES)

Centro Galego de Arte Contemporanea (CGAC),
Santiago de Compostela (ES)

José Pedro Croft — Retrospectiva, Centro Cultural
de Belém, Lisbon (PT)

José Pedro Croft — Graphic Works, La Caja Negra,
Madrid (ES)

Untitled, Outdoor Sculpture Park Frieze Art Fair,
London (UK)

Drawing and Sculpture, Palacete del
Embarcadero, Santander (ES)

Desenho, Instituto Portugués Camdes, Paris (FR)
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History(ies) of Art — Recent Acquisitions by
Serralves, Serralves Museum of Contemporary Art,
Porto (PT)

Aqui Somos Rede — 15 Anos de MACE, Various
locationns, Elvas (PT)

FESTA. FURIA. FEMINA. — Obras da Colecdo
FLAD, cur. Antdnio Pinto Ribeiro and Sandra
Vieira Jurgens, Archipélago, Centro de Artes
Contemporéaneas, Azores (PT)

Specific Objects — Works from Figueiredo Ribeiro
Collection — Part 1, cur. Ana Anacleto & Jodo
Silvério, MIIA Museu Ibérico de Arqueologia e Arte
de Abarantes, Abrantes (PT)

EnséfAame a vivir. cur. Sergio Rubira, Luis
Adelantado Valencia, Valencia (SP)

More than Space, Museo de Arte Contemporaneo
Helga de Alvear, Caceres (ES)

Linha do tempo, Centro de Artes de Sines, Sines
(PT)

O Pequeno Mundo - a partir da colegdo da CGD,
cur. Sérgio Mah, Culturgest, Lisbon (PT)

Arte em Sdo Bento 2021 - Colegdo AA, cur. Delfim
Sardo, Palacete de S&4o Bento, Lisbon (PT)

Publico/Privado — Doce Calma ou Violéncia
Domeéstica?, cur. Miguel Sousa Ribeiro, Centro de
Artes de Sines (PT)

Mesa dos sonhos: Duas colegbes de arte
contemporénea, cur. John Silvério, Forum Arte
Braga (PT)

Deep deep down, far far in (and out), cur. Sérgio
Fazenda Rodrigues, Fundagdo Leal Rios,

Lisbon (PT)

Corpo, abstragdo e linguagem na arte portuguesa,
Forum Arte Braga (PT)

La pintura — un reto permanente, Fundacion
Bancaria Caixa d’Estalvis i Pensions de Barcelona
”la Caixa”, Barcelona, (ES)

Slice and Dice, cur. Gregory Lang, Irene Laub
Gallery, Brussels (BE)

Line, Form and Colour — Works from the Berardo
Collection, Museu Colecgdo Berardo, Lisbon (PT)
Variations portugaises, Abbaye St André Centre
d’Art Contemporain, Meymac (FR)

ESCALA 1:1, Tabacalera, Madrid, (ES)

Still Cabanon, on the context of Anozero’17, Museu
Municipal de Coimbra Edificio Chiado,

Coimbra (PT)

The Sibyl’s Gaze - Corporality and Transfiguration,
curated by Jodo Silvério, Museu do Oriente,
Lisbon (PT)

Portugal em Flagrante — Operagdo 1, 2 e 3, Museu
Calouste Gulbenkian, Lisbon (PT)
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2016 “.. ndo apenas lugares de felicidade”, Museu

Nacional dos Coches, Lisbon (PT)

Releer la coleccion, CGAC, Santiado de
Compostela (ES)

As Casas na Colecgdo, CAM — Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon (PT)

Fora de Ordem/Obras da Colegdo Helga de Alvear,
Pinacoteca do Estado de Sdo Paulo (BR)

...Y el tiempo se hizo, Centro de Artes Visuales
Fundacion Helga de Alvear, Caceres (ES)

T&o Alto quanto os olhos alcamgam, Fundagao
Eugénio de Almeida, Evora (PT)

Historias: Obras da Coleg¢do de Serralves,
Serralves Museum, Porto (PT)

COLLECTIONS

Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris (FR)
European Central Bank, Frankfurt (DE)
Sammlung Albertina, Viena (AT)

Jorge Perez Collection, Miami (US)

Museu de Arte Moderna do Rio de Janeiro (BR)
Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia,
Madrid (ES)

Banco Sabadell, Barcelona (ES)

Centro Galego de Arte Contemporaneo, Santiago de
Compostela (ES)

Museo de Cantabria (ES)

Museo de Zamora, Zamora (ES)
Coleccion Fundacion Helga de Alvear, Caceres (ES)
Coleccion Bienal de Escultura “Ciudad de
Pamplona”, Pamplona (ES)

Fundacion Caixa Galicia, La Coruia (ES)
Fundacion Banco sabadell, Barcelona (ES)
Fundacion La Caixa, Barcelona (ES)
Fundagdo de Serralves, Oporto (PT)

Leal Rios Foundation, Lisbon (PT)

Caixa Geral de Depdsitos, Lisbon (PT)
CAM-Centro de Arte Moderna, Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation, Lisbon (PT)

Colecgao Figueiredo Ribeiro (PT)
Fundacao Luso—Americana para o Desenvolvimento,
Lisbon (PT)

Museu Arte Contemporanea de Elvas - Colecgao
Antonio Cachola (PT)

Museo Extremefio e Iberoamericano de Arte
Contemporaneo, Badajoz (PT)

Ministério da Cultura (PT)

Sintra Museu de Arte Moderna (PT)

Museu Colegao Berardo, Lisbon (PT)
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