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Pedro A.H Paixão, Alfredo, 2023, Vermillion colored pencil on museum mounting board, 35,5 x 28 cm
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The solo exhibition «Fire and Spirits» by artist Pedro A.H Paixao presents the beginning of his new series of 
vermilion monochromatic works. 
His powerful drawings embody the paradox that seems to inhabit this series: that of the cohabitation of 
light and darkness. Indeed, the artist’s drawings depict scenes and characters illuminated by the fire of 
mystery, whose origins seem to spring from both history and fable. What is history becomes fable. The 
fable itself becomes hypnotizing, and seems to hold certain keys to history. In this way, the protagonists of 
Paixao’s works invite those who observe them to let themselves be caught by the fire, to feed on the light 
from which truth might emerge.

- Sorana Munsya, 2023

Pedro A.H. Paixão, Playing With Fire, 2023, Vermillion colored pencil on paper, 76 x 56 cm (detail)
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PEDRO A.H. PAIXÃO

Born in 1971 in Lobito (Angola)
Lives and works in Tuscany (IT)

Pedro A.H. Paixão works in a variety of media - sound, video, installation - but the core of his practice is based on several 
cycles of graphic works, beginning with a series of scarlet drawings produced between 2007 and 2017. From 2019, 
the Portuguese artist developed new monochrome series: graphite drawings and pencil drawings in turquoise blue, 
purple and vermilion. These works, dedicated to the (neo)colonial period in Central Africa, address complex histories 
of struggle, emancipation and the possibility of reparations. Political history is presented in a suspended atmosphere 
that evokes dreams, animist magic and initiatory journeys. Creating an incantatory space, Pedro A.H. Paixão’s drawings 
offer a visual as well as an emotional experience that allows us to think and feel differently about their subject: not as 
a trial of history and morality, but with a distance that helps us to overcome taboos, prejudice and misunderstanding.

Pedro A.H. Paixão was born in Lobito, Angola, where he lived until the outbreak of civil war in 1975. He studied Fine 
Arts at Ar.Co in Lisbon and at The School of the Art Institute of Chicago. He holds a Doctorate in Philosophy from 
the Faculty of Letters of the University of Porto. He was awarded grants from the Luso-American Foundation, the 
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, the Foundation for Science and Technology in Lisbon and the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Foundation in Venice. He won the international Navigator Art on Paper prize in 2018, and the first major comprehensive 
exhibition of his work was held at CIAJG, in Guimarães (PT) that same year.

Pedro A.H Paixão, exhibition view of «Floating world / Works 1996 - 2018» at Centro Internacional das Artes José de Guimarães, Guimarães (PT), 2018
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Pedro A.H. Paixão, The Huricane, 2017, Graphite on paper, 
29,7 x 21 cm
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