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Jessica Lajard: Smokers, 2014-16

Irene Laub, Brussels

Or should that 'lighten up' be 'light up'? The imaginative
ceramics of French artist Jessica Lajard included several vases
which she made of glazed Jingdezhen porcelain and clay in
China, where she studied with master craftsmen who were
forever offering her a smoke. Those trails of smoke may not be
traditional blue and white decorations — yet they do retain a
hint of fiery dragons. The vases’ necks turns to lips, and the
only flowers present are cigarettes. | guess | could put this in
the dark section, with the floral Vanitas of the still life tradition
replaced by the deathly implications of smoking. Go further,
and the vases are lungs. But they still made me laugh...
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