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Born 1969 Reykjavik (IS)
Lives and works in Brussels (BE)

Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir was born in 1969 in Reykjavik, Iceland. She studied at the Icelandic College of 
Art and Crafts in Reykjavik, in the early `90s and then at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Visuels 
de La Cambre in Brussels, from 1994 to 1997. She finished her education at the HISK – Hoger Institute of 
Fine Arts in flanders, from 2001 to 2004. Today, she lives and works in Brussels, while still being active in 
the Icelandic art scene. 

Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir’s artworks have been exhibited in numerous solo and group shows in Iceland and 
in Europe. In 2008, she had a solo show at the National Gallery of Iceland. In 2013, she received the Gudmunda 
S. Kristinsdóttir Art Fund grant. Founded by the artist Erró in 1997, the fund’s goal is to acknowledge and 
encourage female artists by annually awarding one female artist with a grant. The selection committee is 
composed of the directors of the Reykjavik Art Museum, the Akureyri Art Museum and the National Gallery 
of Iceland. She was also included in the collection of the FRAC Picardie of Amiens in France.
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Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir, yet..., 2017, Pealed photos, gouache, typewriting on divers papers, 57,3 x 76 cm
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Fact of the Matter - Draft of Contemporary Art History in 
Iceland [1.0], Reykjavík Art Museum, Reykjavík (IS)

Private Choices, Centrale For Contemporary Art, Brussels 
(BE)
Something (un)conscious, Irène Laub Gallery, Brussels (BE)
DALONAZ I, Bruxelles (BE)
Microcosme, FRAC Picardie, Amiens (FR)

Inland Voyages in an inland voyage, Mira Sanders, ARGOS, 
Bruxelles (BE)
Riki – flora, fana, fabula, Listasafn Reykjavikur (IS)

Maison a vendre, www.aka.events Bruxelles (BE)
De stille dimensie, cur. Filip Luyxcks, VUL (Law faculty), 
Louvain (BE)

Your Compound View – Selection from the collection from 
1970-2010, Reykjavík Art Museum, Reykjavík (IS)

Partager le sensible, Magasin de Papier, Mons (BE)
Voyages intérieurs, Maison Particulière, Bruxelles (BE)

Surviving Pessimism, We project, Bruxelles (BE)
Pop up - Musee d´Ixelles, Bruxelles (BE)

Féminin Pluriel (Feminine Plural), FRAC Picardie, 
Amiens (FR)
Then and Now, National Gallery of Iceland, Reykjavik (IS)

Access et Paradox, pour la Galerie Nationale d’Iceland, 
Paris (FR)
Watery Hues – A Survey of Icelandic Watercolours, Reykjavik 
Art Museum, Reykjavik (IS)
En Quelques Traits, ISELP, Bruxelles (BE)

Volcano Lovers, Ise Foundation, Soho, New York, (USA)
Take Off 2009, Koraalberg Gallery, Anvers (BE)

Nordic Drawings 2008, Skelleftea Museum, Skelleftea and 
Rackstad Museum, Arvika (SE)    
From Another Shore : Recent Icelandic Art, Scandinavian 
House – The Nordic Center in America, New York (USA)

Scared by Stupidity, Koraalberg, Anvers (BE)

Adam Wasn‘t Long in Paradise, Skaftfell Center for Visual 
Art, Seyðisfjörður (IS) 
Raum2 – Galerie Conrads, Dusseldorf (DE)
Leere X Visions – Connexion, MARTa Herford, Herford (DE)
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COLLECTIONS
Collection Hainaut Province (BE) 

The French Community of Belgium (BE)
Listasjóður Pennans / Penninn Art 

Foundation, Iceland
Listasafn Reykjanesbæjar (IS)
National Gallery of Iceland (IS)

Reykjavík Art Museum (IS)
FRAC Picardie d’Amiens (FR)

Centre national des arts plastiques, 
Paris (FR)

Okolje Consulting art collection, 
Lubliana (SI)

Drawing Now, Paris (FR)

Art on paper, Bozar, Bruxelles (BE)

Art Brussels, Bruxelles (BE)

Project Rooms ARCO 05, Madrid (SP)
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Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir, Ouverture bleue, 2014, Photocopy, waterco-
lor and sewing on paper, 24 x 33 cm
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Guðný Rósa Ingimarsdóttir is an artist who explores the 
essence of drawing. It may not be clear to us, at first, 
whether to view her pictures as object reality or abstrac-
tions. Often they seem like drawings of nerves or tissues 
that criss-cross over each other or some microscophic 
cells that swim in bodily fluids. Perhaps one can see a 
glimpse of an organ or two, if ones imagination wanders 
in that direction, and some images may even lead us to 
a body of thoughts, since the artist works with patterns 
and text. Witch ever it may be, we are made to believe 
that the artist is portraying an infrastructure a body. The 
question is; what body is she drawing?
Let´s suppose that a drawing is more than just a two-di-
mensional picture, just like the human body is more than 
just a three-dimensional form. The body has an incre-
dibly complex biological system that is as incomprehen-
sible to us as it is wonderful.

In that way I see Guðný Rósa´s pictures. She is like a 
biologist that digs into the layers of the drawing. She 
cuts its flesh, wounds it, makes it bleed and sews it 
back together in order to get closer to its essence. Each 
picture or image becomes a part of an organic system 
and geometric structure of the drawing. We are then 
confronted with an infrastructure of a body. And it is the 
body drawing itself.

Jón B. K. Ransu
2013

JBK Ransú 
painter / author / curator  (Momentum, Moss, Norway 2017)
Iceland

If we where to presume that there is one fundamental base for all disciplines of the visual arts and design, we would 
have to look towards drawing. The architect draws his first stage of a building, just as any designed object has been 
constructed from the drawing board. Even a magazine or a poster has been organized by a graphic designer through 
laws of drawing. There is in fact little, if anything, constructed in the visual arts and design, that doesn´t have its roots 
in drawing.

Since the beginning of modernism visual artist have struggled with understanding the essence of their medium, such 
as drawing and painting. In their explorations they are motivated by the existential need to understand the nature of 
things. And even though such a philosophical question may not be verbally in their mind as they craft their art, it is, 
never the less, a driving force for the artist in his quest for knowledge in his art.

Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir, Trapped..., 2017, Carved photo, pen-
cil, sawing on cut paper, 39,5 x 30,5 cm
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A place of respite.

Fascinated by water in all its states of aggregation, Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir works with various water 
dissolvable materials, such as fibre and paper itself, which are becoming increasingly predominant in 
her art. The artist produces drawings and paintings made up of several layers, which she cuts, peels or 
carves, before or after assembling them, aiming to get closer to the essence of creation. Each of these 
unique pieces has its own geometric structure and exists on the border between abstract and figurative. 
The work builds itself slowly, sometimes taking years; each line traced or erased has equal value, the re-
maining elements have the same strength as those removed.

The artworks and installations of Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir convey rhythm and silence. The methodi-
cal work process that takes place inside her studio extends into the exhibition areas, like a meditation, 
tranforming them into breathing spaces.

Without knowing it, the public participates in creating a calm atmosphere. And by using that strategy, the 
artist establishes a serene, peaceful space right in the midst of a bustling art fair.

Gudny Rosa Ingimarsdottir, untitled - corners reworked, 2018, Ink, carving and sawing on divers papers, 22,3 x 32 cm
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Collect AAA (FR)

2018

By Elena Lombardo
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Fantastic Voyage (EN)

2013
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By JBK Ransu
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Tijdeloos geheugen (NL)

2008

By Filip Luyckx
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Filip Luyckx
Head of publications of the Sint-Lukas Gallery and curator
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Mask on Mask off (EN)

2005

By Halldor Björn Runolfsson
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Halldor Björn Runolfsson
Former Director of the National Gallery of Iceland / Doctor of History of Art Sorbonne
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Rue Van Eyck 29, 1050 Brussels

Tuesday to Saturday from 11am to 6pm
or by appointment

www.irenelaubgallery.com
info@irenelaubgallery.com
+32 2 647 55 16

Director : Irène Laub
+32 473 91 85 06
irene@irenelaubgallery.com
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